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In 2018, Discovery Farms®
established a partnership with the
Juneau County Land and Water
Resources Department and the
Agricultural Producers of Lake
Redstone. The partnership was
established to understand what
effects conservation practices in
the area have on runoff and
nutrient losses. Two edge-of-field
monitoring stations measure and
collect runoff from monitoring
basins. Samples are collected with
remote technical assistance from
the United States Geological
Survey, and are analyzed for
nitrogen, phosphorus and
sediment. 
 
The two monitoring stations are
housed on Brian Daug’s farm.
Brian is a beef and cash grain
producer with his family. He is also
the President of the Agricultural
Producers of Lake Redstone. One
of the monitoring sites is located
on a field that was used as a
community manure field in 2019.
This field was planted with a multi-
species mix of cover crops and
received multiple applications of
manure from neighboring farms
year round.

Dustin Ladd and Sarah Fleck of the
Juneau County Land and Water
Resources Department perform
sample collection and site
maintenance at edge-of-field
monitoring stations. When asked
what the most rewarding part of
this project is, they answered
“Seeing first-hand how
conservation efforts in our
watershed effect runoff. We like to
watch the storm events statewide
and see how our sites compare to
the others after rain events.” 
 
The first year of monitoring data
was presented virtually in spring of
2020. “We have been surprised at
how our sites compare to other
sites throughout the state. When
we installed the two sites I thought
that we would see some pretty
significant runoff/erosion with our
slopes, and so far that hasn’t really
happened,” Dustin shared.
Discovery Farms looks forward to
continuing this project for the next
several years.
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