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In 2018, Discovery Farms® 
established a partnership with 
the Door Kewaunee Demo Farms 
Network, Peninsula Pride Farms 
and the Kewaunee County Land 
Conservation Department. The 
partnership was  established to 
seek cropping systems that reduce 
surface runoff of soil and nutrients, 
reduce the risk of nutrients 
reaching groundwater and 
improve soil health. Two edge-of 
-field monitoring stations were 
installed to measure and collect 
runoff samples from monitored 
basins. Samples are collected 
with remote technical assistance 
from the United States Geological 
Survey, and are analyzed for soil, 
phosphorus and nitrogen. 

The sites are located in Kewaunee 
County at two different farms, 
Deer Run Dairy LLC, operated 
by Duane and Derek Ducat and 
Dale Bogart and Augustian 
Farms LLC, operated by Aaron, 
Todd and Ginanne Augustian. 
These farms are innovating and 
making improvements including 
re-enginneering waterways and 
planting cover crops to observe 
how they can improve monitoring 
results. 

Aaron Augustian said in a video 
interview on the Door Kewaunee 
Demo Farms Facebook Page, 
“I believe working with UW 
Discovery Farms, we are going to 
see some great things here that 
will benefit the surface water 
quality in our county.” 

Barry Bubolz the Wisconsin 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative 
Coordinator for the Natural 
Resource Conservation Service 
assists with agronomic data 
collection from the farms. Andrew 
Wick from the Kewaunee County 
Land Conservation Department is 
responsible for sample collection 
and site maintenance in Kewaunee 
County. 

When asked what the most 
rewarding part of being involved 
in this project is, Andrew replied, 
“The fact that I know I am helping 
Discovery Farms make a positive 
impact on the environment.” 
Andrew also mentioned, “I have 
seen first-hand just how much 
sediment can run off a farm field 
during a rain storm. Seeing this 
has shown me the importance of 
cover crops and other responsible 
management techniques. I know 
the farmers who own the land 
the collection sites are on are very 
excited about the project. “

www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org

See real time data: 
www.uwdiscoveryfarms.org/usgs-real-time-data


