2021
DISCOVERY FARMS® YEAR IN REVIEW

The UW- Madison Division of Extension Discovery Farms Program, is a farmer-led research and outreach
program focused on the relationship between agriculture and water quality. The program is unique in
that for twenty years it has conducted research on privately-owned farms throughout Wisconsin.

2021 was a successful year for the Discovery Farms Program with many new changes. New projects
were started, monitoring equipment was removed from a completed project, new hires were made, and
data analysis brought new insights to the impact of agriculture on water quality.

A new Nitrogen Leaching Project was launched in
2 Pepin County which is utilizing lysimeters to capture
water drainage beyond the rootzone.

NEW Two new surface water quality monitoring stations
are collecting water samples in Marathon County.

P ROJ ECTS We are working with local partners to assist us with

both of these monitoring projects.

E— TR Four monitoring stations on
1 two farms in Rock County were
removed in the fall.This project

, » 7 » ’~* COMPLETED began in 2014. The final year of

data is currently being analyzed

e 2 PG P ROJ ECT and a full report from the project

will be distrubuted next year.

Both in person and virutal Discovery Farms “——1—
1 0 events took place in 2021. In December, e : t -
the annual Discovery Farms Conference i/
welcomed 150+ attendees. We look :
EVE NTS forward to hosting a variety of events in
2022 to share latest research results. .
T
We continued to monitor surface water
3 quality in Kewaunee, Langlade and Juneau/

Sauk Counties. These projects are made

PA RTN E R possible by our partners who collect

water quality samples and perform site

P ROJ ECTS maintenance throughout the year.
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